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CHAPTER XI.
ON THE LANGUAGE OF THE MONTAGNAIS SAVAGES.

WROTE last year that their language was very
l rich and very poor, full of abundance and full of
scarcity, the latter appearing in a thousand dif-
ferent ways. All words for piety, devotion, virtue;
all terms which are used to express the things of the
other life; the language of Theologians, Philoso-
phers, Mathematicians, and Physicians, in a word, of
all learned men; all words which refer to the regula-
tion and government of a city, Province, or Empire;
all that concerns justice, reward and punishment; the
names of an infinite number of arts which are in our
Europe; of an infinite number of flowers, [175] trees,
and fruits; of an infinite number of animals, of thou-
sands and thousands of contrivances, of a thousand
beauties and riches, all these things are never found
either in the thoughts or upon the lips of the Savages.
As they have no true religion nor knowledge of the
virtues, neither public authority nor government,
neither Kingdom nor Republic, nor sciences, nor any
of those things of which I have just spoken, conse-
quently all the expressions, terms, words, and names
which refer to that world of wealth and grandeur
must necessarily be absent from their vocabulary;
hence the great scarcity. Let us now turn the tables
and show that this language is fairly gorged with
richness.
First, I find an infinite number of proper nouns



